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onnade, while a mop was used for the bedrooms, which were
also tiled. Wood is seldom employed in the construction of
floors, as tiles are cooler in summer, do not warp, are more or-
namental, and cheaper. Her old mother abominated shoes,
and to see her assist in the general washing up on cold and
rainy days, going barefooted about the house on the cheerless
tiles, sent a chill to my very marrow. To acknowledge and
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return my sympathy, she expressed her discomfort at seeing
me at work in a big overcoat and thick-soled boots. When I
went to see our friend Belkassem at home with his family, the
rain was pouring into the open court of his dwelling, and his
five children were standing about on their bare feet like for-
lorn wet chickens; the mother with a babe in her arms was
affli'cted, like all her little brood, with sore eyes.